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Congratulations to Randy and Kathy 

Reese.  They were named the Interna-

tional Couple of the year 2017—2018.  

The competition was rough but they 

walked away with the prize.  They are 

now officially international ambassadors 

of GWRRA.  This coming year will be ex-

citing for them in carrying out their duties 

representing GWRRA around the world.   

 

The 40th anniversary of GWRRA was 

celebrated in Grapevine Texas at the 

Gaylord Texan Resort. Everyone had a 

great time.  Unfortunately there were a 

number of folks from the Houston area 

that could not attend due to Harvey.   

 

Good fortune to Randy and Kathy. 
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Congratulations Texas District Members! 

Texas District was recognized for hav-
ing the largest district in attendance by 
percentage and by total count.  Thank 
you to all who attended and for your help 
in the many areas as volunteers.  

Congratulations to Randy and Kathy 
Reese as the new 2017-2018 Interna-
tional Couple of the Year.  They have 
done us proud and will be great Ambas-
sadors for GWRRA in their travels this 
coming year.  

There were several forums that dis-
cussed the changes taking place on 1-1-
2018 within GWRRA.  These include, but 
are not limited to, removing the Chapter 
Educator as an officer and adding a 
Chapter Ride Coordinator as an officer.  
The Chapter Educator can stay as a staff 
member but will no longer be a required 
officer position.  We know the great effort 
our Chapter Educators have put into 
their chapters and want them to continue 
if they desire. 

The new officer position of Ride Coor-
dinator, must be a Level II in the Levels 
Program and be a Road Captain.  We 
will be having a District Education Week-
end, February 2-4, 2018, and offer the 
classes needed to help those qualify 
who need it.         

The Education Weekend will also al-

low us to focus on riding and having fun 
at the District Rally and not spending 
time in classes. 

Speaking of the District Rally... 

The 2018 District Rally will be in 
Brenham, TX May 17-19, 2018.  Home 
of Bluebell Ice-cream and the Birth-
place of Texas.  Notice I mentioned Ice-
cream first.  There will be lots of great 
riding and many activities to enjoy. Fi-
nal preparations are being made at this 
time.  Watch for the Rally Flier soon. So 
mark your calendars and make plans to 
join with us and have a blast. 

Also, Mid Winter Round-up will be 
January 13, 2018 at Washington On 
The Brazos State Park. 

On a more somber note, our 
thoughts and prayers are with those of 
our GWRRA  family and all others af-
fected by Hurricane Harvey. 

See ya ridin’, 

Jim and Alvalin Woodul 
Texas District Directors 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Jim & Alvalin Woodul 
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Wing Ding WOW 

Wing Ding in Grapevine is over and it was a lot 
of fun.  First I have to say we missed many of 
our friends in the Houston area for obvious rea-
sons.  Please keep the Harvey disaster folks in 
your thoughts and prayers.  To date I have only 
heard of a few of our fellow gold wingers that 
have suffered total losses.  Many escaped with 
minor damages.   

The first thing I want to mention is the new In-
ternational couple of the year is Chapter O and 
Texas and Region H couple of the year Randy 
and Kathy Reese.  There were some real con-
tenders for the title but Randy and Kathy 
walked away with the prize.  This makes three 
years in a row that Region H has won the Inter-
national Couple of the Year award.  In 2015 the 
International Couple of the Year was Jim and 
Reba Berry from Louisiana.  In 2016 the Inter-
national Couple of the year was Steve and 
Carolyn Cotton from Oklahoma.  And now 
Randy and Kathy.  Fortunately Randy and 
Kathy are both retired (or almost retired).  
Randy was requested to spring back in service 
for the Pflugerville ISD.  It seems a principal for 
one of the schools is about to give birth and 
Randy was once again asked to fill in.  Randy 
is hoping to complete his obligations before 
Christmas.  Once again to be among the unem-
ployed. 

Dawn and I made it back to the Austin area 5 
days before Wing Ding.  That was just enough 
time to wash clothes and re-pack the car to 
head to Grapevine.  Yes we took the car.  I 
cannot believe it.  I have to admit with hurri-
cane Harvey it was looking like there would be 
a lot of rain in the area.  Tuesday when we got 
up to leave it was perfect riding weather.  Alas 
it was too late to convince Dawn we needed to 
switch over to the bike.  After all we were not 
sure if Harvey was going to approach the DFW 

area or pass it by.  Well Harvey decided to 
swing over to the Louisiana area and head 
north east.  It did not get any where near the 
DFW area.  The riding weather in Grapevine 
was perfect for the whole of Wing Ding.   

I did hear on the radio about the big impact the 
closure of the refineries in the Houston area  
would have on the fuel deliveries.  Wednesday 
I thought it would not be a bad idea to top off 
the fuel tank.  Alas, I did not follow my that 
voice in the haunting area of the brain that says 
(you will be sorry).  By Tuesday afternoon all 
the gas stations around the Grapevine area 
were out of gas (at least the ones I found).  
They had diesel fuel, and at a lower price than 
gasoline.  That did not help me at all. 

Well I had enough gas in the car to get about 
100 miles.  On Friday I decided to take the 
chicken way out and try to head south.  I made 
it to Waxahachie (that is where my sister lives).  
If figured I could either siphon my brother-in-
laws truck or get gas from the station.  In 
Waxahachie I only found one station that was 
out to fuel.  All along the way through Dallas 
most of the stations were out of gas.   

I am guessing this will go down in history as the 
great 40 anniversary of GWRRA.  The one 
where we wanted to ride but did not have the 
fuel to do it.   

BTW, next time you see me ask me about the 
great pictures I got through my telescope of the 
eclipse.  We had a great time near Nashville 
TN watching the Great American Eclipse. 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 
ITCP Certified Trainer 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 



PAGE 6 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Over the past 4 years I have added and removed 
more electronic Gadgets and features than I care to 
count. When I rode my first Iron Butt ride back in 
the fall of 2013, I marveled at the Goldwings and 
the massive number of “Farkles” these other long-
distance riders had lined up across the dashes and 
on the handle bars for a variety of purposes. Most 
had 2 GPS units, Tracking units, MPS players, tire 
pressure sensor monitors, XM Radio units, auxiliary 
lighting and action cameras.  I really love the tech-
nology, and found myself wanting to have setups 
like these. I was determined to find a way to do this 
my way and do so safely.  
 
Phase 1: Distributed power – After an inventory of 
what was already on the bike, I realized that too 
much had been attached to the battery posts and 
there were wires and fuses everywhere. Maybe it 
was organized in some fashion, but that was be-
yond my comprehension. I needed to clean it up 
and find a better way of running power and prep-
ping for future options. I settled on two fuse boxes 
in the trunk just above the CB. There is a bunch of 
room, a little bit bigger that a cigar box, and with 
easy enough access to run wires out the trunk and 
under the seat. One fuse box is switched power 
(only on when the bike is in on or in aux mode) and 
one that would be on always. I ran a few power 
lines from here to each handlebar, ran my heated 
gear lines to the rider and passenger left side, ran a 
line to my trailer hookup and made sure I had 
power in the trunk itself. Every existing aftermarket 
light or accessory runs through these properly fused 
boxes. 
 
Phase 2:  Lighting and navigation – I replaced the 
Halogen cowl lights with LED units from SoCal Mo-
toGear, then installed Ram mounts on each handle-
bar with a Garmin 600lm on the right and a phone 
cradle with charging on the left.  
 
Phase 3: Safety and Entertainment – I bought and 
installed a Doran TPMS system to keep an eye on 
the tire pressure, and an XMRadio as we spent a 
large amount of our rides outside the range of famil-
iar radio stations. I also put my first set of Aux LED 

spot lights under each mirror for greater distance 
vision in the dead of night.  
 
Phase 3: Simplification – Later I Purchased a Gar-
min 660lm with XM replacing the standalone XM 
Radio (and give the Garmin 600 to Donna for her 
bike), replaced all stock headlights with LED bulbs, 
and replaced my Go Pro with a Innovv Motorcycle 
dash cam setup with the Camera forward facing 
and hidden. This is hardwired, with the recording 
unit in the trunk. It turns on when the bike is running 
and off when I shut it down. 
 
Phase 4: Consolidation – Replaced the Garmin with 
a second Samsung Note Phone, Replaced Doran 
TPMS with a Fobo that links via Bluetooth to one of 
the phones, Music apps, audio books, and the MLB 
app replaced the XM. We added a second set of 
auxiliary spot lights to really light up the dark coun-
try roads. The switch for the lights are by my left 
thumb.  
 
Some feel that accessories such as these are dis-
tracting and takes away from the pure essence of 
riding, but I feel safer with better situational aware-
ness. I have those two phones doing everything, 
GPS with current speed and speed limit plugins , 
location tracking and posting to a website, weather 
radar, entertainment, all communicating with our 
Bluetooth headsets. Tire pressure monitoring and 
almost everything is done in the background with 
audio notifications. Donna looks over either of my 
shoulders and can see the displays. Many long dis-
tant riders are adopting technology to improve rout-
ing, avoid bad weather, and keep loved ones in-
formed of their location. Audio Entertainment helps 
me keep alert and mentally alert. Technology can 
be our friend if done right! 
 
We hope to see you out on the road soon!  
 

Dan & Donna Rymarz 
A-K-A (Donna and her husband) 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DISTRICT DIRECTOR  
Dan & Donna Rymarz 



PAGE 7 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2017 / 2018 SAL & PHYLIS PESTA 

Texas COY Adventures 

Well, WingDing 39 has come and gone.  
Sal and I spent the entire week in 
Grapevine - enjoying everything from the 
2017 Couple of the Year Boot Camp to 
the Closing Ceremonies.  Talk about a 
whirlwind weekI..spending time with 
old friends and making new ones, 
watching and cheering Randy and Kathy 
Reese become our 2017-2018 Interna-
tional Couple of the Year,  absorbing as 
many of the new seminars as possible, 
spending money with the many vendors 
(new Baker Wings for the trike - some 
hi-vis gloves for me) and just having an 
all around wonderful time.  Everyday 
was filled to capacity - and then some 
and yet the week flew past. 
 
NowIIhow many miles did YOU walk 
this past week?  Darn! I believe the one 
thing not packed in our bags was a pe-
dometer!!  It will definitely be at the top 
of the list for next years’ rally going since 
just WingDing39 alone added about 5 
miles per day without a trip to the trike!  
We completely enjoyed it and found our-
selves staying places longer than antici-
pated each night - just to be with friends.   
 
It was great to see such a turnout from 
Region H and in particular Texas District 
at each function - be it the Boot Camp 
(thanks, Sheri, for nudging us), Interna-
tional Couple Selection (I think they 
heard us cheering), Seminars, Krazy Hat 
Competition or Closing Ceremonies (We 

definitely raised the roof on the Conven-
tion Center).  We showed folks we are 
definitely Texas Proud !!! - and not only 
the Lone Star State, but the Party State.  
Now all of GWRRA truly know Every-
thing Is Bigger in Texas - for sure the 
size of our Hotels !! 
 
Our next stop down the road will be the 
Oklahoma District Rally, followed by T-
Fest in Killeen, Texas and a few other 
rallies before the Holidays. This doesn't 
include our Chapters’ rides, picnics and 
Gatherings.  Hopefully, we will be seeing 
a bunch of y’all at these functions - in-
cluding dropping in at our Chapter (U) 
Gatherings.  We love seeing and visiting 
with each every one of you.  Give us a 
call, email or text - let’s get together !  
Our Chapter function is Your Chapter 
function. 
 
As Always, 
Safety, Fun, Adventure !! 
 

Sal & Phylis Pesta 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2017-18 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 

1894 Oil discovered in Corsicana  
Oil was accidentally discovered by the Ameri-
can Well Prospecting Company on a water-
prospecting trip in Corsicana. The discovery 
generated interest in prospecting in the area. In 
1901, a gusher drilled at Spindletop, near 
Beaumont, made Texas an oil power.  
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Hello Texas Riders, 
 
Kathy and I just returned from Wing Ding 
39.  It was a very busy week filled with a 
lot of activity – and it was held in our 
home state!  As you can imagine, there 
was a lot of talk about the upcoming re-
structuring for GWRRA.  We attended 
the Rider Education forum with National 
Director Bob Berry and GWRRA Presi-
dent Anita Alkire.  Anita addressed the 
audience and gave several rationales for 
the changes.  Bob said there were still a 
lot of details that are still being worked 
out between now and January when the 
changes take place.  There was a spir-
ited Q&A period and then we broke into 
groups to brainstorm issues as we saw 
them and to propose solutions.  I believe 
that National really does want to listen to 
us also and will help us through this 
transition.  I will be visiting personally 
with every chapter as soon as we get 
the final details and procedures to pro-
vide as much support as we can.  Rider 
Education is not completely going away.  
Safety will always be a high priority.  The 
levels program will remain intact.  District 
Director Jim Woodul and I are already 
planning for training opportunities at a 
statewide level.  We hope to see more 
riding and fun at the chapter level than 
ever before.   
 
This month’s safety article is a result of 
me seeing two instances of emergency 
braking where the rider almost lost con-
trol.  Fortunately, both survived the 

scares but it reminded 
me how critical this 
skill is.  The article below is from Jerry 
Palladino (Motorman) on emergency 
braking. 
 
I was asked recently by a friend who just 
purchased his first bike what is the most 
important safety tip you can give me? I 
thought for a second and answered, 
learning how to use your brakes. He 
looked at me as if I were kidding him. 
"What's to it", he said, "ya just stomp 
and squeeze just like in your car". 
 
That's the problem I said. Too many rid-
ers believe that, and coincidently, bikers 
crash way to often. You've all heard the 
story about the guy who had to "lay er 
down" because somebody pulled out in 
front of him. What that actually means, is 
he panicked, locked the rear tire and the 
bike slid on the ground and stopped 
when it hit the vehicle or just before it hit 
the vehicle. In either case, the rider 
crashed in an attempt to avoid a crash. 
Ninety percent of the time, if the rider 
had braked properly in that situation, he 
would never have struck the vehicle. 
 
So, the question is, how do I minimize 
my chances of crashing into something? 
The answer is simple. Practice emer-
gency, maximum braking. But, first 
there's a couple of things you need to 
know. Number 1: The front brake is 70% 
of your braking force. Due to that fact, 
you must put more pressure on the front 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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brake than the rear brake. If you happen 
to lock the front tire, you must release it 
immediately then reapply it. Squeeze the 
front brake, don't grab it. If you lock the 
rear tire, don't release it. If you do, 
there's a good chance you will high side. 
With a motorcycle, you can still steer 
when the rear tire is locked and sliding. 
You must also remember that the motor-
cycle must be straight up when perform-
ing maximum braking. This is not to say 
that you can't brake with the bike leaned 
over in a turn, you can lightly brake with 
both brakes in that situation, but maxi-
mum braking must be done with the bike 
straight up. 
 
The point is, you must learn to modulate 
your brakes to keep from locking them 
and the only way to do that is to prac-
tice. Keep repeating to yourself, front 
brake, front brake. That will assist you in 
putting more pressure on the front brake 
than the rear brake. 
 
You should practice maximum braking 
from whatever speed you normally ride. I 
guarantee your bike will react differently 
when braking hard at 80mph than at 
30mph. If you practice, then in an emer-
gency situation, you will revert to your 
training, rather than dumb luck. The only 
other alternative is to buy a bike with 
anti-lock brakes, just remember, even 
with anti-lock brakes, the bike still has to 

be straight up to perform maximum brak-
ing. 
 
Ride Safely, Ride Often, and HEY!  Be 
careful out there. 
 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 

All The Gear All The Time 

 
=================================== 

Special Dates in Texas History 

 

1882  
The Early Days of Women's Equality  
The fight for women's equality began 
long before they won the right to vote in 
1919. In the 1880's, Jenny Bland 
Beauchamp led the formation of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 
Although the group's primary focus was 
battling the ills of alcohol abuse, they 
pushed the Texas Legislature for many 
social reforms, including women's suf-
frage. WCTU members were the founda-
tion of the women's suffrage organiza-
tions that began to form in the next dec-
ade.  
 

 

 

 

 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

ASSISTANT RIDE EDUCATOR 
CHRIS & LYNN SCHOENTHAL 

Practice, Practice, Practice 
 
One of the events that I didn’t want to miss at 
Wing Ding was the Drill Team performances. 
I’ve always marveled at the precision and mas-
tery of the machine that goes into demonstra-
tions like these drills and “rodeos”. This year’s 
was no let down, with teams from all over the 
country. There were teams that had been to-
gether for less than a year, while others had 
been together for decades. Each gave a per-
formance that drew oohs and ahhs from the 
crowd and lots of applause. 
 
I asked Randy, the Captain of the Central Flor-
ida Team, what it took to start and maintain a 
team. He was the GWRRA Director of Interna-
tional Drill Teams for three years and had per-
sonally been asked by the Oklahoma and Mis-
sissippi teams to come and help when they 
wanted to start, so I figured that he knew what 
he was talking about. The Central Florida Team 
is also the reigning World Motorcycling Drill 
Team. 
 
He advised that the first thing to do was to get 
a group of riders who need to “know what they 
are doing” and not be skittish or afraid to 
scrape their foot pegs every now and then. 
They would need to be able to trust that the 
other riders could ride together without egos 
getting in the way. In one maneuver called 
Deuces, they start with just six inches between 
bikes when making a turn and the following dis-
tance is less than three feet. You have to trust 
the person in front of you when you can’t see 
their tail lights. He said that, “Prospects are 
likely to shy away from the idea because they 
are worried about damage to their bikes and 
possible injuries. Any rider you are considering 
having on your team should be nervous about 

damage to their bike. If they have no concern 
for their own bike and body, they certainly have 
no concern for yours. You can learn the hard 
way or just trust me, you don’t want riders who 
aren’t worried about damage to their bikes. 
That said, you are very likely going to have 
damage to everyone’s bike if they ride long 
enough.” 
 
The primary characteristic however, was a 
commitment to the team. Randy is a realtor and 
replaced the motto “location, location, location” 
with “practice, practice, practice”. Many of the 
teams have members who don’t live close, or in 
the same area. Imagine how hard it would be to 
schedule a team practice. Between team prac-
tices, it’s suggested that an individual practice 
on either the routine or some of the training ex-
ercises from the MSF or GWRRA, in order to 
keep their skills current. 
 
The Central Florida Team’s mission is “to pro-
mote the enjoyment and safety of the world of 
motorcycling through the demonstration of pos-
sibilities attainable through proper training, 
practice and skills development needed to per-
form the complex and precision drills used by 
the team.” 
 
It shouldn’t be a surprise that riders in drill 
teams promote such skills development. Enthu-
siasts of any sport will agree that the only way 
to stay on top of your game is to practice, prac-
tice, practice. 
 
Learn for life – yours! 
 
Chris Schoenthal 
TX Assistant District Educator 
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Texas District Motor Awareness Efforts. 
 

During the last couple of years we’ve seen lots 
of changes in our motorist awareness activities.  
One of the most significant is the change from 
quarterly reporting (using the infamous N23) to 
monthly reporting.  I’m sure at this year’s Wing 
Ding we will hear of even more changes head-
ing our way.  But one thing that hasn’t changed 
is the necessity of the chapters to lead the way 
with this program.  I am very appreciative of all 
of our chapters’ efforts and I’m looking forward 
to working with you as we move forward.   
 
This month I want to highlight Chapter J in 
Beaumont and their very capable Rider Educa-

tors Danny and Betty Williamson.  The article 
that follows is from their September 2017 news-
letter.  Well done, Danny and Betty.  Thank you 
for all you do.  Here’s their article. 
 
Why don’t Motorists See Motorcyclists? 
Motorists for the most part, don’t notice motor-
cyclists. We as motorcyclists stress what we 
can do to make motorists notice us more. 1. 
Stay out of vehicle blind spots. 2. Wear bright 
color clothing to be seen. 3. Clearly signal in-
tentions to alert motorists. 4. Never share a 
lane with a motorist. 5. Never assume we have 
the Right of Way. 6. Never assume that we are 
visible to motorists. 

TEXAS DISTRICT ASSITANT RIDER EDUCATOR  

MOTOR AWARNESS COORDINATOR 
Scott & Judy Finnell 

Have you as a motorcyclist asked your family 
and friends things that they feel would be help-
ful to see us better? We probably would learn a 
lot. Ask questions and then share their ideas 
with a motorcyclist. 
 

Thanks again, Danny and Betty.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing everyone at Wing Ding.  Ride 
Safe. 

Scott and Judy Finnell 
TX District, Motorist Awareness Coordinator. 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

Wing Ding 39 has come and gone.  We cer-

tainly hope all of you that were able to attend 

had a good time.  We sure did.  It was great 

to see and meet so many of you.  It helps to 

put a face with a name and to be able to 

make so many new friends.  It is always 

great to visit and see all the vendors, and of 

course spend some money.  Strange how 

that happens.  Over all, we believe everyone 

had fun and that is what it should be about. 

 

A special congratulations to Texas’s own 

Randy & Kathy Reese GWRRA 2017 – 2018 

International Couple of The Year!  We are so 

proud and happy for them.  It was a great se-

lection process with 8 very deserving cou-

ples.  We know many of them will be friends 

for years to come.  As Randy & Kathy get out 

and visit, we know they will be great repre-

sentatives for all of GWRRA. 

 

As most of you know Wing Ding 40 will be in 

Knoxville TN, Aug 29 – Sept 2, 2018.  This is 

bound to be another great event and with a 

lot of great places to ride in the area.  So get 

your registration and reservations in early. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

As everyone has already heard, there are 

changes happening in GWRRA.  But one 

thing that is not changing is the Couple of 

The Year program. This program is very im-

portant to GWRRA and near and dear to 

great many of us.  So at the Chapter and 

District level there are no changes.  We will 

still honor our best at the chapter level, and if 

they are willing, can participate in the District 

selection process the following year.  But 

with Region going away there will be a differ-

ent selection process at the national level. 

The details are still being worked out and 

when everything is finalized we will let you 

know. We have heard there could be as 

many as 6 International Couples of The 

Year.  Keep your ears open and we will pass 

on what the results of the National Level 

changes are for Couple of the Year. 

 

While on the subject of Couple of The Year, 

the current year is rapidly coming to a close 

so it is time for the Chapter Directors to start 

thinking about who in their membership they 

are going to honor in 2018. We would love to 

see all chapters in Texas have a couple and 

want to encourage all of you to think about it. 

The Couple of the Year program should cost 

the chapter little to nothing but what you gain 

by honoring the people who do so much for 

your chapter is priceless. If you have ques-

tions or want more information feel free to 

contact us or Dale & Carleen Garrett the 

Texas district COY coordinators at coycoor-

dinators@gwrra-tx.org. 

 

Remember to change things up make meet-

ings and activities fun and ride as much as 

you can.  That is what we are all here for and 

lets all enjoy our friends. 

 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's & 

Chapter Of The Year Coordinator 

MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
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ASSISTANT TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
JIM & GENIE SCHOLES 

Hello, a big Texas howdy and greetings! 
Cliff asked if I would do this month’s edi-
tion to the newsletter and I gladly ac-
cepted.  
 
Wing Ding 39 is behind us, and thankfully, 
so is Hurricane Harvey, though the impact 
is still felt in many Southern GWRRA 
chapters, especially Texas and Louisiana. 
The impact was also felt at Wing Ding due 
to many cancellations due to post storm 
flooding mostly. 
 
While there were cancellations, those that 
made it reported some useful training ses-
sions, good vendors and friendly camara-
derie. Chapter Directors should have 
brought back some ideas for their chapter 
including more information on Chapter Of-
ficer OCP training, ideas such as inviting 
multiple chapters for training days and 
more exciting events. We can look for-
ward to the reports by those that attended 
at our upcoming chapter meetings. Please 
make sure you mark your next meeting on 
your calendar and attend so you can hear 
all the news!  
 
We also want to send positive thoughts to 
any in our families and GWRRA family 
dealing with storm recovery and along 
with that, we should heed some safety re-
minders that come with events like Hurri-
cane Harvey.  
 
With storm waters, come debris and in the 
case of flooded vehicles, unknown fluids 

on the roads after the water subsides. We 
can have nails, screws and other debris 
on roadsides where flood ruined materials 
were stacked. You can have antifreeze, 
oil and more from vehicles that flooded. 
Please be careful when traveling in these 
areas where floods have subsided.  
 
Finally, Cliff wanted me to remind you that 
early this month the District Team will be 
meeting in Killeen to discuss the way for-
ward for our training days and next year’s 
rally. One of the subjects he and Gillian 
plan on covering is the OCP course. We 
know many of our chapter officers have 
yet to complete their OCP training, and 
with the online version of the course still 
being upgraded they want to offer at least 
two training days before MWRU in 2018.  
The OCP training will help you immensely 
to understand GWRRA and get a great 
handle on how to improve your chapter 
going forward. These courses will take a 
day as they cover about 8 hours of work. 
To get ahead can all Chapter Directors 
please let Cliff and Gillian know how many 
of their team members require this qualifi-
cation. You can contact Cliff and Gillian at 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org. Be safe, be 
happy and Wing it as often as possible!  
 
Jim & Genie Scholes 
Texas Assistant Trainers. 
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H AUGUST NL    

WE STILL NEED YOU  

At WING DING 39!  
 

Wing Ding is just a few weeks 

off and your Region needs you. 

If you haven’t yet signed up for 

a time slot on the pre-registration table, then 

wait no more. This will be a fun-filled way to 

pass the day at Wing Ding: reserved seating, 

air conditioning and a great place to visit with 

old and new friends. Please go to 

www.region-h.org and sign up now!  

 

Reba and I are looking forward to Wing Ding. 

We hope you are too. Don’t forget to be there 

on Tues-day afternoon, wearing your safety 

green/yellow colors to support our Region 

Couple, Kathy and Randy Reese in the Inter-

national Selection process. Let’s really cheer 

them on. They have represented us excep-

tionally well this year and we are very proud of 

them.  

 

Opening ceremonies are Wednesday at 8:00. 

Be there to find out where next year’s Wing 

Ding will take us. Please note if you signed up 

to work the pre-registration table during the 

first shift on Wednesday you will need to be in 

your spot by 8:30, which means you can’t stay 

for the whole opening ceremony.  One thing 

new this year is that the drill teams, bike show 

and grand parade will all converge on the 

Grapevine Mills Mall on Saturday morning. 

What a great way to introduce the area to our 

organization.  Plan to have a GREAT TIME in 

GRAPEVINE!  

 

Now, let’s talk about the announced changes 

in GWRRA. No-body loves change except a 

wet baby, right?  Well, when I was working, 

and that seems like just a short time ago, I led 

many computer upgrades.  Most of the em-

ployees hated these upgrades or changes. 

They were familiar and comfortable with the 

existing system.  My explanation was always 

that the only reason we were making a major 

change was to make life easier for them. 

Aren’t you glad you advanced to Windows 

and are not still on a DOS computer system?  

I think this is the goal of all these changes in 

our organization, especially at the chapter and 

district levels. The whole premise is to make 

chapter life more fun by focusing on socials 

and riding, while at the same time getting 

away from “rules” and “don’t do that”. Most of 

the training will become the function of the 

District Team.  

 

Congratulations to Vicky and Richard Austin, 

AR District Directors, for a great rally put on at 

a new location, Eureka Springs. I understand 

the light parade was really special.  

 

We have two official Region H events remain-

ing: the OK District Rally in September and 

the Region H Fall Ride-In in November. Flyers 

are available in this newsletter for both 

events. Join us if you will. Fun is guaranteed.  

 

Lastly, I have always told our Region Team 

that they were just on loan to the Region from 

their chapters until they were no longer 

needed. When that time comes, get back with 

your chapter and have the best time possible. 

Look out chapters, here we come!  

 

Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
JIM & REBA BERRY 
DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 
MEC & COY COORDINATOR 
TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 
ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
TREASURER 
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 
ED AND ANN NAHL 
TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
REGION TRAINER 
JACK WAGNER 
TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBMASTER, 
SAM BELINOSKI 
WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 
EVENT COORDINATORS 
STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 
 
 
 
 
 
REGION EDUCATOR 
RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 
EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
VENDOR COORDINATORS 
RUBY SEALE 
VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
MOTORIST AWARENESS  
COORDINATORS 
MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
SARAH & JOHN HOOGENDOORN 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 



PAGE 16 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

Region H Motor Awareness 

Mike & Becky Stevenson 

Safety Is For Life 
From August 2017 Region H  NL 

Recently, Chapter LA-K had a fund raiser for 
their chosen charity, Camp Pelican. Camp Peli-
can is a summer camp for children with pulmo-
nary issues. The chapter raises money to help 
with costs to put the camp on. The chapter also 
took the opportunity to talk about motorist 
awareness while their motorcycles were on dis-
play in the shopping center.  

This is a great example of chapters putting on 

one event with multiple purposes! Several mem-

bers brought different items to help with raising 

money and talking to shoppers about GWRRA 

and our motorcycles. They had the GWRRA Mo-

torist Awareness trifolds, MAC cups and litera-

ture for their fund-raising efforts.  

 

So the next time your chapter puts on an event, 

please remember there are opportunities to pro-

mote more than one cause!!  

 

Ride Safe, Ride Smartly  

Mike & Becky Stevenson 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 

Region H 

 

==================================== 

This Month in History 

 
September 3, 1939 - Great Britain and France 
declared war on Nazi Germany after its inva-
sion of Poland two days earlier. 
 
September 4, 1886 - The last major U.S.-
Indian war came to an end as Geronimo was 
captured. He died of natural causes in 1909 at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
 
September 7, 1994 - The U.S. Army closed its 
headquarters in Berlin, ending the American 
military presence in the once-divided city after 
nearly half a century. 
 
September 7, 1999 - For the first time since 
World War II, Germany's parliament, the 
Bundestag, returned to Berlin, former capital of 
Imperial Germany as well as Hitler's Reich. The 
Bundestag held its first session in the fully re-
stored Reichstag building, attended by parlia-
mentarians from around the world. The session 
also marked the 50th anniversary of the 
Bundestag's first post-war session, held in 
Bonn, the former capital of West Germany. 
 
September 8, 1883 - The Northern Pacific 
Railroad across the U.S. was completed. 
 
September 8, 1900 - A hurricane with winds of 
120 mph struck Galveston, Texas, killing over 
8,000 persons, making it the worst natural dis-
aster in U.S. history. The hurricane and tidal 
wave that followed destroyed over 2,500 build-
ings. 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From August 2017 Insight NL  

The Sky is Falling...Or Is It?  
 

The Change is here and 

I have mostly heard 

positive things from the 

Members. But for some, 

they are certain that the 

sky is falling. Some 

have questioned my 

thinking. I want every-

one to understand that I respect all opinions. 

Now I may not agree with them but I have an-

swered every email and phone call and have 

answered the Facebook posts when I see 

them. I share back why I believe in this 

change. Most all discussion has been respect-

ful as it should be and I appreciate that from 

everyone!  
 

I have had the pleasure to read newsletters 

from all over the country and Canada. The tal-

ent and passion in this organization is amaz-

ing!! If you wondered about our future, go out 

and read some newsletters, our leadership is 

taking the lead!  

 

In this Insight I have included 2 articles from 

our leadership. Below my article you will find a 

newsletter article from Rick and Debbie War-

mels. They  wear a few hats, IN D2 Chapter 

Directors, NE Indiana Assistant District Direc-

tors and the Indiana District Couple of the 

Year!  I read their article one evening and 

found their approach to change entertaining 

and thought provoking. I have included here 

for your reading pleasure.  

 

Jack Wagner, Deputy Director, was im-

pressed by another author Gary and Carol 

Williams, MI-J Chapter Directors. When I read 

their article I chuckled at the creativity and ap-

proach they took toward change. I am pleased 

to include their article also.  

 

Both of these couples have shown leadership 

showing the Members that change can be 

viewed in many ways and that change is in-

evitable. I want to thank both of them for al-

lowing us to share this with all of you!!!  

 

I want to share with you a few of the most 

asked questions from leaders just as yourself 

as we all take in the changes and see how 

they are going to fit for us.  

 

The first is a very critical one;  NO ASSIS-

TANTS ARE NOT GOING AWAY!!!  The posi-

tion of Assistant does not normally go on an 

organizational chart.  BUT, we must have As-

sistants to do our tasks and to teach and men-

tor them to take the position next.  Some As-

sistants are just great helpers so have a cou-

ple.   My only request is PLEASE use your 

Assistants, they are there to help and want to 

help!  

 

Rider Education, is it going away?  ABSO-

LUTELY NOT!!!  There is some change and 

my belief is it will be a change for the better. I 

really hope that the vision of why these 

changes can be understood. The Chapter 

needs to become less structured, a gathering 

of Members to share experiences, adven-

tures, new gear, safety tips and our leaders to 

bring the news of the Chapter, District and 

GWRRA. Does that mean we are going away 

from safety? Quite the opposite, I believe that 

safety is all of our responsibility. In my Home 

Chapter, CA-1F we used to say, “your safety 

is my responsibility”.  I believe this in my 

heart.  So the approach here is that we all 

take the responsibility by encouraging each 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From August 2017 Insight NL (Continued) 

other to think, ride, dress, act with safety as 

our 1st priority.   Without a formal Chapter  

Educator, we will share, teach, mentor and 

encourage others to take safety courses when 

offered from the District and to get involved in 

the levels program.  

 

So what about this Ride Coordinator?  What 

are they going to do? They will first be a per-

son who loves to find the backroads, fun 

roads and find some fun places to visit.  

Maybe overnighters, or day rides, a picnic or a 

longer trip, they will be the coordinator.  Will 

they do this alone?  I sure hope not. Share the 

fun, planning and logistics, I just know that 

someone has to be the instigator and that is 

the primary responsibility. We have made this 

position an Officer position an put it under 

Rider Education. I did this because safety and 

sharing safety is critical for our Members. I 

want this position to share safety in a fun and 

thought provoking way. Use the Rider Meeting 

cards to have a great meeting before the ride. 

Go to the Rider Ed form page,  http:// 

gwrra.org/regional/ridered/officerpage.html#a1

0 and scroll down to Inspection Forms and 

you find forms for Motorcycle, Trike, Trailer 

and Sidecar and then demonstrate how to do 

the inspection while having the other riders 

inspect their own ride. Lead by example and 

encourage others to follow. It’s just a different 

approach, a gentler approach, to share our 

“Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge” 

motto.  

 

With change we will continue to refine what 

we are looking for. After a discussion tonight 

with Bob Berry, Director of Rider Education, 

we are going to ask the Ride Coordinator to 

also be a Road Captain, that just makes 

sense! Thanks Bob and Tim!  

 

I hope this helps you continue to understand 

why we are making the changes and how you 

can become a change maker. If you have a 

specific question, please email it to Presi-

dent@gwrra.org and it may appear in my col-

umn from now to the end of the year. Either 

way, I will answer your question.  

I want to personally thank all of our Officers 

for keeping a great attitude and keeping the 

faith while leading our GWRRA Members.  

I hope to see many of you at Wing Ding.  On 

Thursday I have a District Director forum in 

the morning and in the afternoon I have a   

forum for Chapter Directors. You are welcome 

to bring some of your Teams, but please be 

respectful to your fellow Directors and give 

them some space.  
 

Til next time!  

  

Anita & JR Alkire  
623-445-2380  

president@gwrra.org  

=================================== 

This Month in History 

 

September 1, 1939 - At 5.30 a.m., Hitler's ar-
mies invaded Poland starting World War II in 

Europe. 

 

September 1, 1983 - Korean Air Lines Flight 
007 was shot down by a Russian fighter jet 

while on route from New York to Seoul, killing 

all 269 persons on board. The Boeing 747 re-

portedly strayed 100 miles off course over se-

cret Soviet Russian military installations on 

the Kamchatka Peninsula and Sakhalin Is-

land. It crashed in the Sea of Japan. 
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Bob & Althea Berry  
GWRRA Rider Education Directors  

From August 2017 Insight NL 

You’ve Got Mail  

 

I always enjoy getting  

letters (emails, of course, but I prefer the connota-

tion of “letter” because, to me, it just seems more 

personal). The one I am about to share with you is 

especially timely for two reasons:  

1. It shares a story about a mistake a member 

made resulting in a crash and what he might 

have done to avoid it all. The Rider Ed Team 

is continuously seeking ways to encourage 

members to tell us of their incidents/mishaps 

so we can learn from each other.  

2. It emphasizes the increased importance and 

responsibility of the role of Ride Coordinators 

at the Chapter and District level.  

 

The member, being an accomplished rider but 

new to group riding, said that while doing his 

homework in preparation for a group ride, “I noted 

that several of the articles suggested (didn’t re-

quire) putting newbies close to the lead rider.  I 

expected to be assigned such a position.  I also 

expected a brief pre-ride meeting to review the 

group rules of the road. I was a little surprised that 

neither happened. But these folks had been riding 

together for years and were very comfortable with 

an inexperienced groupie in the line-up.  

 

“During all of this I was positioned toward the rear 

of the group, with about eight bikes between me 

and the leader. The two bikes behind me, another 

group rider and the sweep rider, had fallen be-

hind some distance, and had gone out of sight in 

my rear-view mirror, leaving me as the erstwhile 

sweep. So, I was in a mindset to keep a lookout in 

my rear-view mirror if nothing else.” The writer 

then described a series of events, possibly caused 

by his divided attention, leading to a crash and 

landing him in the hospital with serious injuries.  

 

“The rider ahead never saw it happen,” he said. 

The rider behind, because of the large gap, appar-

ently didn’t notice the bike piled up some distance 

down the shoulder of the road. The sweep rider 

only caught a glimpse of a wrecked bike as he 

rode by, and thought it was a solo rider or some-

one from another group.” (They did turn around to 

offer help).  

 

“So, Bob here’s the bottom line going forward, he 

said.” In many of the “group riding rules” docu-

ments I looked over, the suggestion to put novice 

group riders up front near the leader was stated 

but never explained. There may be many reasons 

for that, but here’s a new one for you – if you put a 

newbie near the tail, and the tail gets separated 

from the group for whatever reason, that newbie’s 

attention will be divided between what’s happen-

ing in front of him and behind him. If I had been 

positioned near the leader, I would have been fo-

cused on the leader, and consequently the road 

ahead of me. That, and other good reasons for 

putting newbies near the front, need to be ex-

plained and fleshed out with examples if possible.  

I’m happy to serve as a bad example.”  

 

I am grateful for this member’s courage in sharing 

his thoughts with all of us. We talk a lot about 

GWRRA being a family and what better way to 

demonstrate that than by helping one another. It 

starts with the Chapter Ride Coordinator at the 

beginning of every ride. Maybe even share this 

story with your Chapter members and talk about 

what might have been done differently.  

 

I encourage all of you to pass on stories you have 

heard or know about. If it helps one of our peers 

avoid a similar misfortune, it’s a winner. Also, be 

assured, as I have assured this writer, that if re-

quested, anonymity is guaranteed.  

 

Ride Safe,  

 

Bob & Althea Berry  
GWRRA Rider Education Directors  
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Editors Puzzle Page September 2017 

See the answer to August puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. A kind of macaw 

6. Box (fight) 

10. Coffee dispensers 

14. A tart fruit 

15. Forearm bone 

16. Half-moon tide 

17. Street urchin 

18. Taps 

19. A Greek territorial unit 

20. Sorry 

22. Not odd 

23. Mongol hut 

24. Detain 

26. Slave 

30. Biblical first woman 

31. Legislation 

32. Twosome 

33. Knights 

35. Tortilla chip 

39. Distinct features 

41. Tress 

43. Drive 

44. Acquire deservedly 

46. Feudal worker 

47. Derisive laugh 

49. Offer 

50. Start over 

51. A type of dome-shaped structure 

54. Trim 

56. Cain's brother 

57. Chimney 

63. A fitting reward (archaic) 

64. Peddle 

65. Nymph 

66. If not 

67. Great affection 

68. Tapestry 

69. Clairvoyant 

70. Female sheep (plural) 

71. Cloaks  
1. Aquatic plant 

2. Harvest 

3. Ammunition 

4. Agitate 

5. Gall 

6. Oversee 

7. Phonograph record 

8. Against 

9. Mischievous one 

10. Submerged 

11. Female ruff 

12. What we are called  

13. All tuckered out 

21. Visitor 

25. Telephoned 

26. Resorts 

27. Where the sun rises 

28. Fully developed 

29. Landowner 

34. Spatters 

36. Carryall 

37. Posterior 

38. Margarine  

40. Fourth sign of the zodiac 

42. An independent film  

      company 

45. Pardon 

48. Bother 

51. Gentlewomen 

52. Poplar tree 

53. Ganders 

55. "Hogwash!" 

58. Cat sound 

59. Unit of pressure 

60. Emanation 

61. Poop 

62. Smooch 
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date 

======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally 

Sep 28-30, 2017 

Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

Texas T-Fest Rally 
October 7, 2017 

Harker Heights TX 

======================================== 

Texas K2 Rally 

October 14, 2017 

Castroville TX 

======================================== 

Texas H Rally 

October 21, 2017 

Raymond Russell Park 

San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

Region H Ride In 

Nov 3-5, 2017 - Van Buren AR to the HUB 

More info coming soon on the Region H Web 

======================================== 

Wing Ding 40 

Aug 29 to Sep 2, 2018 

Knoxville Civic Coliseum 

Knoxville TN 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE  

TTEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR  

SSPONSORPONSOR  
 

from Readers Digest One liners 

 

My greatest acting performance is when I 

check the caller ID, then adopt an air of polite 

curiosity as  I answer the phone “Hello?”  

 

The closest I’ve been to a diet this year is 

erasing food searches from my browser his-

tory.  

 

If you think  eggplant is good, you should try 

any other food; it’s much better  

 

Bifocals are God’s way of saying, “Keep your 

chin up.”  

 

My friends tell me that cooking is easy, but it’s 

not easier than not cooking.  

 

How can you ever be late for anything in Lon-

don? They have  a huge clock right in the 

middle  of the town.  

 

I think a lot of the conflict that happened in the 

Wild West could’ve been avoided had archi-

tects in those days just made their towns big 

enough for everyone.  

 

I put so much more effort into naming my first 

Wi-Fi than my first child.  
 


